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1. Press Release 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  September 14, 2015 
 
Monterey Bay Fisheries Trust 
256 Figueroa Street, #1 
Monterey, California 
www.montereybayfisheriestrust.org 
 

 
Contact: 

Sherry Flumerfelt, Executive Director 
MBFishTrust@gmail.com 

831-233-3101 

Monterey Bay Community Secures $1 million in  
Fishing Rights from The Nature Conservancy 

 
Monterey, CA – The Monterey Bay Fisheries Trust today announced the successful acquisition of 
more than $1 million in commercial groundfish fishing quota from The Nature Conservancy, 
permanently securing these historic fishing rights for the long-term benefit of the Monterey Bay 
community.  
 
The Monterey Bay Fisheries Trust is a new nonprofit organization created to own and lease 
groundfish quota to local fishermen, while working to improve the economic and environmental 
performance of the fishery. 
 
“Thanks to The Nature Conservancy’s contribution, the Monterey Bay Fisheries Trust will be able to 
support our local, family-owned fishing businesses,” said David Crabbe, commercial fisherman and 
Board President of the Monterey Bay Fisheries Trust. “This will provide stability for our local ports 
and waterfront businesses, and it will ensure that future fishermen have access to this important 
fishery for years to come.” 
 
In 2011, a new fishery management program, called catch shares, went into effect for 90 species of 
the west coast groundfish fishery (such as sablefish, petrale sole, and rockfish). The program has 
achieved significant conservation goals, including reduced bycatch and discards. In 2014, the 
Monterey Bay Aquarium Seafood Watch program upgraded 21 species from its “Avoid” list to a 
“Best Choice” or “Good Alternative” ranking, and the fishery earned Marine Stewardship Council 
(MSC) certification.  
 
However, since catch shares can be bought and sold, there is a risk they will be sold to large, well-
capitalized businesses from outside of the region. Without local access to quota, small-scale 
fishermen would be unable to harvest groundfish out of Monterey Bay, and the community would 
miss out on the economic, social, and environmental benefits that result from a local, sustainably 
managed fishery. The Monterey Bay Fisheries Trust will acquire groundfish quotas and hold them in 
trust for the community, helping keep long-time fishermen fishing, and ensuring a future for the 
next generation of fishermen.  
 
“The Trust is part of a new model of community ownership that is growing here in California and is 
gaining traction across the country,” said Kate Kauer, fisheries project director for The Nature 

http://www.montereybayfisheriestrust.org/
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Conservancy in California. “This is a promising model that gives local leaders a forum to come up 
with solutions to fishery management challenges and protect the health of local resources.” 
 
The Monterey Bay Aquarium, the City of Monterey, and community leaders, worked to establish 
the Monterey Bay Fisheries Trust to guarantee a future for stable and sustainable fisheries and 
fishing communities in Monterey Bay. “Our future depends on the health of the ocean,” said 
Margaret Spring, the aquarium’s vice president of conservation and science and chief conservation 
officer. Spring also serves as vice president of the Fisheries Trust board. “We hope others in our 
community will contribute to the remarkable recovery of the West Coast groundfish trawl fishery by 
purchasing local, sustainably caught groundfish, and supporting this innovative effort to advance 
both economic opportunity and ocean conservation.” 
 
The California Fisheries Fund (CFF), an innovative fisheries finance program and project of 
Environmental Defense Fund, provided the Monterey Bay Fisheries Trust with a low-interest loan to 
purchase seed quota. CFF’s support, along with the support of other lenders and donors in the 
community, has allowed the Trust to purchase quotas for an array of popular groundfish species 
that are rebounding thanks to sound management.  
 
“The Monterey Bay Fisheries Trust has an unwavering commitment to maintaining Monterey Bay’s 
strong fishing heritage,” said Phoebe Higgins, CFF Director at Environmental Defense Fund. “CFF is 
fortunate to advance the mission of the Monterey Bay Fisheries Trust and its work to strengthen 
the long-term sustainability and viability of Monterey, an important and historic fishing town.” 
 
While TNC’s quota (roughly 4.2 million annual quota pounds) is an important first step, the Trust 
will need to acquire more quota to support a diverse and resilient fishing industry and serve a 
three-port region. Last month, the Monterey City Council showed its commitment for rebuilding 
Monterey’s fishing economy by allocating $225,000 to purchase additional groundfish quota. With 
increased access to the groundfish fishery, the local community will have an opportunity to benefit 
from a profitable and sustainable fishery, which will help maintain the rich culture of commercial 
fishing in Monterey Bay. 
 
# # # 
 
About The Monterey Bay Fisheries Trust 
The Monterey Bay Fisheries Trust is a new 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization aimed at preserving and improving the 
historic groundfish fishery out of Monterey, Moss Landing, and Santa Cruz harbors in Central California. Visit the 
MBFT website at www.montereybayfisheriestrust.org 
 
About The Nature Conservancy 
The Nature Conservancy is a leading conservation organization working around the world to protect ecologically 
important lands and waters for nature and people. The Conservancy and its more than 1 million members have 
protected nearly 120 million acres worldwide. Visit The Nature Conservancy on the Web at www.conserveca.org 
 
About the Monterey Bay Aquarium  
The mission of the nonprofit Monterey Bay Aquarium is to inspire conservation of the oceans. For more 
information visit: www.montereybayaquarium.org/conservation-and-science 

https://www.edf.org/people/phoebe-higgins
http://www.montereybayfisheriestrust.org/
http://www.conserveca.org/
http://www.montereybayaquarium.org/conservation-and-science/
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2. Background Information 
Monterey Bay Commercial Fisheries 

• Monterey Bay has three small commercial fishing ports: Monterey, Moss Landing, and 
Santa Cruz. 

• Commercial fishing in Monterey Bay has defined a way of life for generations. It is a 
source of cultural identity, employment, seafood, and an important driver of tourism.1  

West Coast Groundfish Fishery 
• The West Coast Groundfish fishery spans from the border of Canada to the border of 

Mexico. 
• The fishery includes over 90 

species of bottom-dwelling fish 
including soles, flounders, sablefish, 
lingcod, and many types of rockfish. 

• Fishermen primarily use trawl gear, 
as well as longline and pots or 
traps. 

• The west coast groundfish fishery 
is incredibly important to Monterey 
Bay’s fishing economy, providing 
steady, reliable landings 
throughout the year, unlike highly 
cyclical fisheries like squid and 
sardine, or seasonal fisheries such 
as Dungeness crab, salmon, and 
albacore.2 

• This high volume fishery supports 
local port infrastructure (e.g., ice machines, hoists) and services (e.g., buyers, fuel) 
needed by all fisheries. 

A conservation success story 
• In 2000, the federal government declared the west coast groundfish fishery a 

commercial fishery failure.3 This was largely attributed to overfishing caused by 
overcapacity (too many participants competing to catch a limited amount of fish) and 
decades of poor management. 

• Just fourteen years later, in 2014, the Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) certified the 
fishery as sustainable and well managed4 and the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood 
Watch program upgraded 21 species in the fishery from its “Avoid” list to a “Best Choice” 
or “Good Alternative” ranking.5  

 
 

                                            
1 Responsive Management. California Tourism and Fishing Heritage Assessment. 2008. 
2 LWC Consulting. City of Monterey Fishing Community Sustainability Plan. Public Review Draft. September 2013. 
3 Commerce Secretary Daley Announces West Coast Groundfish Fishery Failure. NOAA Press Release. January 19, 
2000. 
4 Marine Stewardship Council. U.S. West Coast groundfish achieves MSC certification. June 3, 2014. 
5 Monterey Bay Aquarium. Huge Improvements in Seafood Watch Rankings for Key West Coast Fisheries. 
September 2, 2014. 

http://alliancefisheries.org/uploads/6Reports_CASUS_Report_FINAL2008-Professionals.pdf
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=ZGVmYXVsdGRvbWFpbnxtb250ZXJleWJheWZpc2hlcmllc3RydXN0fGd4OjIxZGUxODBkNmM4MmYyZGY
http://www.publicaffairs.noaa.gov/releases2000/jan00/noaa00r103.html
https://www.msc.org/newsroom/news/u.s.-west-coast-groundfish-achieves-msc-certification
https://newsroom.montereybayaquarium.org/press/huge-improvement-in-seafood-watch-rankings-for-key-west-coast-fisheries
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What led to the fishery’s recovery?  
• The West Coast Groundfish Fishery 

has undergone significant changes 
and is now one of the most highly 
regulated fisheries in the world. 

• Voluntary vessel and permit buyouts, 
combined with area closures such as 
Essential Fish Habitat and Rockfish 
Conservation Areas, have helped 
relieve pressure on the water, protect 
sensitive seafloor habitats, and help 
with the recovery of fish stocks. 

• In 2011, NOAA Fisheries implemented 
a catch share management program 
for the West Coast Groundfish trawl 
fishery that allocates quota shares (a 
percentage of the total allowable 
catch) to limited entry permit holders. 
Fishermen can buy or sell quota 
shares, or lease from other quota 
holders.6  

• The catch share program and new 
collaborative efforts among fishermen 
have helped decrease bycatch, reduce 
catch of overfished species, reduce discards, incentivize innovation in fishing gear and 
behavior, and has led to 100% accountability (fishermen must pay to have federal 
observers aboard every fishing trip so that every fish is accounted for).7 

• These new regulations, coupled with fishermen’s increased commitment to sustainable 
fishing activities, have contributed to the fishery’s recovery. 

 

Need for the Monterey Bay Fisheries Trust 
Problem 

• Since January 2014, the west coast groundfish trawl catch share program has allowed 
fishermen to sell their quota and permits.  

• Large-scale out-of-state fishing operations have a market advantage over small fishing 
operations in California. Most of the larger operations in this fishery are based out of 
Washington and Oregon. 

• Fishing rights are already starting to leave the region. Earlier this year, a local fisherman 
in Moss Landing sold 1.6 million quota pounds – representing more than 20% of all 
locally held quota - to an operation in Washington.  

• There is an immediate risk that more local groundfish quota could be sold outside of 
Monterey Bay, leaving current and future fishermen without secure access to the 
groundfish fishery. 

• This would mean a loss of access and opportunity for current and future fishermen, with 
damaging economic repercussions for fishermen, port infrastructure, processors, fish 

                                            
6 NOAA Fisheries West Coast Region. West Coast Groundfish Trawl Catch Share Program. Website. 
7 NOAA Fisheries. The West Coast Groundfish IFQ Fishery. Results from 2012 The Second Year of Catch Shares. 
September 2013. 

http://www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov/fisheries/groundfish_catch_shares/
http://www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov/publications/fishery_management/trawl_program/yr2-rpt.pdf
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markets, restaurants, consumers, and other businesses that depend on local landings 
and local, sustainable seafood.  

 
Solution  

• To mitigate the potential loss of traditional fishing rights, and to help relieve some of the 
burden associated with catch share programs, communities across the nation have 
started developing “fishing community quota funds” (also referred to as a “permit banks,” 
“quota banks,” or “community fishery trusts”).  

• A community quota fund (CQF) is a legal entity that can acquire, hold and manage 
fishery permits and quota, for public benefit, 
in a community or region.  

• A CQF acquires fishing rights, and leases 
them to local fishermen to supplement 
existing access, provide incentives for more 
sustainable fishing techniques, and ease the 
transition to catch shares. 

• A CQF helps keep fishing communities 
economically viable, and provides a voice 
for the community as a stakeholder in the 
fishery, allowing them to constructively and 
effectively engage in fishery science and 
management processes. 

• There are several such organizations 
nationwide, such as the Cape Cod Fisheries 
Trust (CCFT) in Massachusetts, the 
Penobscot East Resource Center in Maine, 
and the Alaska Sustainable Fisheries Trust 
in Sitka, Alaska. 

• In California, the Morro Bay Community 
Quota Fund was the first to be launched last 
year. Communities in Fort Bragg and Half Moon Bay are also at various stages of 
developing community quota funds.  

 
A Community Quota Fund for Monterey Bay  

• In 2013, the City of Monterey developed a Fishing Community Sustainability Plan (CSP) 
to determine the economic, social, and environmental implications of fishing in 
Monterey.8   

• The final report lists recommendations for improving the performance and sustainability 
of the entire industry in Monterey, including a recommendation to develop a community 
quota fund for the groundfish fishery.  

• As a direct result of the CSP recommendation, representatives from the fishing industry, 
City of Monterey, the Monterey Bay Aquarium, The Nature Conservancy, and local 
academics, have been collaborating to launch the Monterey Bay Fisheries Trust.  

                                            
8 LWC Consulting. City of Monterey Fishing Community Sustainability Plan. Public Review Draft. September 2013.  

https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=ZGVmYXVsdGRvbWFpbnxtb250ZXJleWJheWZpc2hlcmllc3RydXN0fGd4OjIxZGUxODBkNmM4MmYyZGY
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=ZGVmYXVsdGRvbWFpbnxtb250ZXJleWJheWZpc2hlcmllc3RydXN0fGd4OjIxZGUxODBkNmM4MmYyZGY
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3. Monterey Bay Fisheries Trust 
Summary 

• The Monterey Bay Fisheries Trust is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization established in 
September 2014 to preserve and revitalize the historic groundfish fishery out of 
Monterey, Moss Landing, and Santa Cruz harbors in California.  

• The Trust will acquire and lease west coast groundfish fishing rights (“quota”) to local 
fishermen, with incentives for fishermen to participate in conservation programs to foster 
resource stewardship and improve the public and scientific knowledge of the fisheries of 
Monterey Bay.  

• Lease revenue will be used to cover debt service and contribute to operational costs.  
• The Monterey Bay community will benefit from secure ownership of valuable fishery 

assets that will result in a sustainable, local supply of groundfish, improved 
environmental and financial performance in the fishery, and a maintained culture of 
commercial fishing in Monterey Bay. 

Mission  
To improve the social, economic and environmental values of Monterey Bay fisheries and 
associated communities. 

Goals 
• Secure, administer and manage quota 

for the long-term benefit of the 
Monterey Bay community. 

• Promote long-term stability in the 
fishery, including providing 
opportunities for new entrants. 

• Foster resource stewardship for current 
and future generations. 

• Improve public and scientific 
knowledge of the fisheries of the 
Monterey Bay region. 

 

Sustainability Objectives  
The Trust will support fishermen with financial or other incentives to land their catch within 
Monterey Bay area ports and participate in one or more of the following: 

1. Programs to reduce overfished species bycatch.  
2. Proven gear innovations to reduce bycatch and habitat impacts. 
3. Electronic reporting technology to improve data on stocks. 
4. Targeting of abundant, underutilized stocks to avoid possible depletion of single 

species. 
5. Collaborative research projects. 

The Trust will also offer financial and business support to new entrants to maintain 
intergenerational access to the fishery. The Trust’s programs aim to strengthen the 
environmental and economic performance of the fishery, support a diverse fleet demographic 
(new entrants and long-time fishermen as well as different gear types), result in a sustainable 
supply of seafood, and maintain the culture of small-scale commercial fishing in Monterey Bay. 
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Staff Bios 
 
Sherry Flumerfelt, Executive Director 
 

Sherry Flumerfelt joined the Trust as the Executive Director in 
October 2014 with more than 20 years of professional experience. As 
an independent consultant for eight years, she worked for clients 
including the Environmental Defense Fund, CATCH Alaska, the 
California Marine Life Protection Act Initiative, Ecotrust, Point 97, The 
Nature Conservancy, City of Monterey, and the Monterey Bay 
Aquarium. Sherry also spent eight years with the Coral Reef Alliance, 
an international nonprofit coral reef conservation organization, where 
she led the organization's Western Pacific programs. Among her 
accomplishments, she co-designed an innovative catch shares 
fisheries management proposal for Alaska's halibut charter sector; 

helped launch the California Fisheries Fund, a $5 million dollar revolving loan fund to support 
sustainable fisheries; increased the transparency and efficiency of user fee systems at marine 
protected areas in Fiji, Micronesia, and Papua New Guinea; and raised and managed more than 
$2 million in private and federal grant funding. Sherry holds a Masters Degree in Anthropology 
and International Development from the University of Guelph in Canada. 
 
Dwayne Oberhoff, Contract Quota Manager 
 

Dwayne has several years of experience both in quota and permit 
management through his work with The Nature Conservancy and the 
Morro Bay Community Quota Fund. He is the founder of Ecological 
Assets Management, Inc. (a consulting firm based out of Los Osos, 
California), and has previously worked for Lisa Wise Consulting, the 
California Department of Fish and Game, California Army National 
Guard, and California Polytechnic State University participating in a 
wide variety of biological and environmental projects and programs. 
Dwayne has a Masters of Biology from Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo. 
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Board of Director Bios 
 
David Crabbe, President 

 
David Crabbe has been a commercial fisherman in California 
for thirty years and a resident of the Monterey Peninsula since 
1968. Once a college baseball prospect, David started his 
career in the commercial fishing industry at the age of 17. 
Working on his friend’s uncle’s boat as a deckhand, and later 
managing a small fleet of boats, David was a quick study. He 
owns Buccaneer Fishing and holds a market squid light boat 
permit.  
 
David has been actively involved in shaping California 

fisheries management. He is currently serving his third term on the Pacific Fishery 
Management Council, holding the obligatory seat for California. He has demonstrated 
his commitment to the fishing industry both as a volunteer, fisherman, and as a private 
consultant. He worked with environmental organizations to organize and facilitate a crab 
steering committee to discuss commercial crab fishery management issues. For the past 
several years, he has represented Monterey commercial fishermen on the California 
Wetfish Producers Association Board of Directors and served one term as vice president 
and is a current board member. He served on the Central California regional stakeholder 
for the Marine Life Protection Act (MLPA) process, the California Department of Fish & 
Game’s California Squid Advisory Board and the Fishery Advisory Board for the 
Monterey Bay Sanctuary.  
 
Margaret Spring, Vice President 
 

Margaret Spring is the Vice President of Conservation and 
Science and the Chief Conservation Officer at the Monterey 
Bay Aquarium. Margaret joined the Aquarium in 2013 to 
oversee its many conservation and science initiatives, 
including all ocean science policy work, the Seafood Watch 
sustainable seafood initiative and research programs 
involving sea otters, great white sharks, Pacific Bluefin tuna 
and other species. She brings a wealth of experience to the 
position. Most recently, from 2009 to 2013, Margaret held top 
leadership roles at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration, first as chief of staff and then as principal deputy under secretary for 
oceans and atmosphere. Prior to her tenure in the Obama Administration, Margaret led 
The Nature Conservancy's California coastal and marine program. From 1999 to 2007, 
she served on Capitol Hill as senior counsel, then general counsel, to the Senate 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation, where she played a key role in 
advising members of Congress on ocean and climate issues and developing legislation 
on major science and policy topics. Margaret was appointed to the Ocean Studies Board 
of the National Research Council in March 2014. She is also a state appointee to the 
Board of Trustees of the California Ocean Science Trust, a nonprofit organization tasked 
with providing rigorous science to guide decisions about the future of California's coast 
and ocean. From 1992 to 1999, Margaret was an environmental attorney at Sidley & 



 10 

Austin in Washington, D.C. She is a graduate of Duke University Law School and 
Dartmouth College. 
 
Stephen B. Scheiblauer, Chair 

 
Steve Scheiblauer has been the Harbormaster in Monterey 
since 1995, and before this, was the Harbormaster in Santa 
Cruz from 1978 to 1995. Much respected by his peers, 
Scheiblauer has been closely involved with fisheries issue for 
35 years. He is involved with a number of Boards and 
Committees including the Alliance of Communities for 
Sustainable Fisheries, the California Fisheries Coalition, and 
the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary's Marine 
Protected Area Work Group. He also serves on the Habitat 
Committee for the Pacific Fishery Management Council. 

 
Monica Galligan 

 
Monica Galligan is a faculty member in the Division of Science 
and Environmental Policy at California State University 
Monterey Bay, and in the Graduate School of International 
Policy and Management at the Middlebury Institute of 
International Studies at Monterey. She teaches Environmental 
Economics, Environmental Policy, and Geographic Information 
Systems. She received her Master of Science degree in Coastal 
and Watershed Science and Policy from CSUMB. Monica’s 
research is in the socioeconomics of commercial marine 

fisheries; she has worked with NOAA Fisheries, the California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife, and commercial fishermen on the Central Coast of California. She has 
presented research findings for the International Institute of Fisheries Economics and 
Trade, the North American Association of Fisheries Economists, and numerous scientific, 
community and educational organizations. 
 

Mike McCarthy 

As City Manager for Monterey since December 2013, Mike 
McCarthy leads a 400-person City organization. McCarthy 
has been with the City for more than 13 years. He was 
promoted to Assistant City Manager in 2012 and stayed in his 
position as Human Resources Director, which he held since 
2009.  Prior to coming to Monterey, McCarthy worked for the 
City of San Jose and NASA’s Office of the Inspector General. 
He was a police officer for the City of Lake Forest Park, 
Washington. McCarthy has a Bachelor of Arts degree from 
San Jose State University and has a Master of Public 
Administration degree from the University of Washington.  

McCarthy lives in Monterey with his wife and three children. He is actively involved in 
community activities in which his children participate, including baseball, basketball, 
dance and gymnastics. 
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Advisors 
Alan Lovewell 
Founder and CEO, Real Good Fish 
 
Barbara Meister 
Director of Public Affairs, Monterey Bay Aquarium 
 
Jiri Nozicka 
Commercial groundfish fisherman, F/V San Giovanni 
 
Giussepe "Joe" Pennisi 
Commercial groundfish fisherman, F/V Pioneer 
 
Melissa Stevens 
Project Director, California Sustainable Fisheries Initiative, The Nature Conservancy 
 

Key Partners and Supporters 
 

1. City of Monterey 
 
The City of Monterey is a key partner and funder of this project, 
with the Harbormaster and City Manager both holding seats on 
the Trust’s Board of Directors. In an historic action, the City 
Council recently allocated $225,000 to purchase groundfish 
quota, which the Trust will manage. 
 
 

2. Monterey Bay Aquarium 
 
The Monterey Bay Aquarium is a key partner and in-kind funder, 
with the Aquarium’s Vice President of Conservation and Science, 
Margaret Spring, on the Trust’s Board of Directors, and the Director 
of Public Affairs, Barbara Meister, playing a critical advisory role. 
The Aquarium is leading the effort to promote sustainable west 
coast groundfish to its partner chefs, restaurants, and the public. 
 
 

3. The Nature Conservancy 
 
The Nature Conservancy (TNC) is a key partner and in-kind 
funder of this project, and has divested more than 
$1,000,000 in quota to the Trust in support of our 
conservation objectives. TNC is divesting quota to 
community organizations like the MBFT, because they 
believe that the key to creating healthy and profitable fisheries is by ensuring that local 
communities, who have the most at stake, have a role in management.  
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4. California Fisheries Fund  

 
The California Fisheries Fund (CFF), an innovative fisheries finance program 
and project of the Environmental Defense Fund, is providing the Monterey Bay 
Fisheries Trust with a low-interest loan-- important seed funding that will 
enable the community non-profit to promote sustainable fishing among 
Monterey-area fishermen.  
 
 

5. David and Lucile Packard Foundation 
 
The David and Lucile Packard Foundation provided the Trust 
with a generous $50,000 grant to support startup costs during the 
first year of operation. 
 
 

6. Environmental Defense Fund 
 
The Environmental Defense Fund provided a small grant to the Trust 
during its startup phase and provides ongoing guidance and support. 
 
 

7. Alliance of Communities for Sustainable Fisheries 
 
ACSF has been a key partner in support of our objectives, and acted as 
fiscal sponsor for funding proposals before the Trust was incorporated. 
 
 

8. Other Community Quota Funds 
 
The Trust has been working closely with other CQFs in California including the Morro 
Bay CQF, and emerging CQFs in Fort Bragg and Half Moon Bay. The Cape Cod 
Fisheries Trust hosted a workshop earlier this year for emerging permit banks 
nationwide, and has provided the Trust with important feedback. 
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4. Experts available for interviews 
 
David Crabbe 
President, MBFT Board of Directors 
Commercial Fishermen, Buccaneer Fishing 
Pacific Fishery Management Council Member 
(831) 320-1109 
 
Margaret Spring 
Vice President, MBFT Board of Directors 
Vice President of Conservation & Science and 
Chief Conservation Officer, Monterey Bay 
Aquarium 
(831) 647-6862 
 
Steve Scheiblauer 
Chair, MBFT Board of Directors 
Harbormaster, City of Monterey 
(831) 646-3950 
 
Monica Galligan 
MBFT Board of Directors 
California State University Monterey Bay 
Middlebury Institute of International Studies  
(831) 372-6249 
 
Kate Kauer 
Fisheries Project Director, The Nature 
Conservancy 
 (610) 745-5745 
 
Giussepe "Joe" Pennisi 
Commercial groundfish fisherman 
(831) 594-4231 
 
Phoebe R. Higgins 
Director, California Fisheries Fund 
 (415) 293-6120 
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5. Quotes 
 
 “It’s comforting to know that I can rely 
on my local community to help me 
access fish. This will give my 
customers more consistency, and will 
mean more fresh, local fish is available 
for the public.” – Joe Pennisi, 
Commercial Groundfish Fisherman, 
F/V Pioneer 
 
“The west coast groundfish fishery has 
made exciting environmental progress. 
Now more than ever, we need to 
ensure that Monterey Bay’s fishing 
communities do not lose access to this 
valuable and sustainable fishery.” -- Sherry Flumerfelt, Executive Director, Monterey Bay 
Fisheries Trust 
 
“The Monterey Bay Fisheries Trust’s investment in groundfish quota is ensuring our 
community’s access to local seafood, securing our rights as a working waterfront, and 
preserving our deeply rooted fishing heritage.” — Alan Lovewell, Co-Founder, Real 
Good Fish (a community supported fishery) 
 
“The Monterey Bay Fisheries Trust will give me more opportunity to fish with increased 
access to quota. I believe the Trust will greatly benefit our fishery, our ports, and our 
community.” -- Jiri Nozicka, Commercial Fisherman, F/V San Giovanni 
 
“The federal fisheries management rules were designed to help communities protect 
themselves from the effects of consolidation by allowing communities and nonprofits to 
acquire, own, and manage groundfish quota shares. In doing this, the Monterey Bay 
Fisheries Trust is playing a critical role in protecting Monterey’s future access to the 
groundfish fishery.” – Kathy Fosmark, Alliance of Communities for Sustainable Fisheries. 
 
“Quota Banks have been effective at anchoring quota in communities and ensuring that 
small-boat fishermen can still afford to fish.” -- Paul Parker, Director, Cape Cod Fisheries 
Trust 
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